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oftener they are thus excited to no definite purpose, or a
childish discussion of some deep point in morality or divinity
better left to philosophers. It might then become weighty
with business, and impressive as an officer's address to his
troops before a battle. For it would be addressed by a
soldier to soldiers in the presence of an enemy whose cha-
racter they understood and in the war with whom they had
given and received telling blows. It would be addressed
to an ardent and hopeful association who had united for
the purpose of contending within a given district against
disease and distress, of diminishing by every contrivance
of kindly sympathy the rudeness, coarseness, ignorance,
and imprudence of the poor and the hcartlessness and
hardness of the rich, for the purpose of securing to all
that moderate happiness which gives leisure for virtue, and
that moderate occupation which removes the temptations
of vice, for life purpose of providing a large and wise edu-
cation for the young; lastly, for the purpose of handing on
the tradition of Oh rial's life, death, and resurrection, main-
taining the Enthusiasm of Humanity in all the baptized, and
preserving, in opposition to all temptations to superstition
or fanaticism, the filial freedom of their worship of God.
Thus far have we carried our analysis of the conditions
most favourable to the Christian spirit or Spirit of Hu-
manity. It must remain incomplete. To finish it would
lead us too far and answer no purpose. Our purpose in
it is already answered if it has shown how much is in-
volved in the great Law of Edification, how many duties
that Law includes, and how large-minded and compre-
hensive in his studies and observations, how free from the
.fetters of tradition or Scripture, must be the man who
would thoroughly fulfil it.

